
Colorado Parks and Wildlife

Dan Noble State Wildlife Area Summer Camp Parcel Fee Title Acquisition

Property Transaction Proposal Cover Sheet

San Miguel County 500 acres 15 miles south of Norwood

Action Required

Recommend support for the fee title acquisition of the Summer Camp Parcel ($0 for about 500 acres) 
through a conveyance from Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc.

Questions and Responses

1.	  Is Tri-State expending any funds for the acquisition?  If so, how much?  

Tri-State has an option to purchase the property from Summer Camp for $1,200 per acre.  The parcel 
being purchased is currently being surveyed to determine the precise acreage and boundaries.  The 
surveyor believes the final acreage will be a fraction of an acre either side of 505 acres.  If the parcel is 
505 acres, the purchase price would be $606,000.

Prepared by Legislative Council Staff Wednesday, June 21, 2017



Capital Development Committee 

June 21, 2017—Property Transaction Proposal 

Department of Natural Resources 

Division of Parks and Wildlife 

Action Required Pursuant to C.R.S. 33-1-105(3)(a) and C.R.S. 33-10-107(2) recommend to 

the Colorado Parks and Wildlife Commission support for the Division of 

Parks and Wildlife’s proposal to acquire fee title to land abutting the 

southern boundary of Dan Noble State Wildlife Area. 

General Information 

Name Dan Noble SWA – Summer Camp Parcel 

Number of acres 500 

Location 15 miles south of Norwood on County Road 44Z N and 31U. 

County San Miguel 

Costs / Source of Funding 

Purchase Price No monetary 

consideration 

Funding Source N.A. 

Spending authority has already been approved for this project in the Long Bill. 

Fiscal Year N.A. 

Line Item N.A. 

Appropriation N.A. 

Remaining Unexpended 

Balance 

N.A. 

Annual Monitoring 

and Operation 

Costs 

$1,090 Funding for the monitoring and operation 

costs of the property will come from the 

Wildlife Operations Line Item under the 

Division Operations Group in the Long Bill.   

This cost includes an annual estimated Impact 

Assistance Grant payment of $340 for this 

property. 

Development 

Costs 

Two miles of wildlife 

friendly boundary fence 

($20,000).  Eventually 

(five year time span) 

replace existing fence 

with wildlife friendly 

fence ($6,500). 

Funding for the development costs will come 

from Wildlife Operations Line Item under the 

Division Operations Group in the Long Bill.   

Summary of Proposal:  

To accept a fee title conveyance, funded by Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, 

Inc., of property abutting the southerly side of Dan Noble State Wildlife Area to mitigate impacts 

to Gunnison Sage Grouse from the upgrade of an existing Tri-State transmission line.  This 

property is known by research and collar data to not only have a GUSG lek, but also to be 

extremely important nesting and brooding habitat for GUSG.  Preservation of this parcel of land 



is very important to an area that holds the primary core of the GUSG population in the San 

Miguel Basin. 

 

Tri-State Generation and Transmission Association, Inc. has proposed a major upgrade to the 

existing 80 mile line Montrose-Nucla-Cahone 115-kV transmission line to operate at 230-kV.  

This transmission line is in Dolores, San Miguel, Montrose and Ouray Counties.  Fifty-one miles 

of the transmission line are on US Bureau of Land Management land. 

 

As required by the BLM approval process for allowing the line upgrades over its property, BLM 

prepared an Environment Assessment ("EA") addressing, among other matters, impacts of the 

project on wildlife habitat including, particularly, impacts on Gunnison Sage Grouse.  A 

conservation strategy was designed by Tri-State, in consultation with CPW and biologist Tom 

Remington, to minimize and mitigate detriments to sage grouse habitat.  Appendix B of the EA, 

Table B-4(5-6) states that Tri-State will "increase critical habitat protected in perpetuity" and 

provide "protection of habitat" to address "direct and indirect fragmentation impacts" by funding 

the purchase, on behalf of CPW, of a 500 acre parcel that abuts Dan Noble State Wildlife Area 

west and south the Miramonte Reservoir.  Following initial publication and public comment, 

BLM approved the EA and issued its Final Decision and Finding of No Significant Impact on 

February 21, 2017. 

 

 

 

The property currently is used for limited cattle grazing.  If the property becomes part of Dan 

Noble State Wildlife Area, it will remain undeveloped with an emphasis on Gunnison Sage 

Grouse habitat preservation.  The property also is year-round habitat for mule deer and elk. 

 

 

 

According to a review of the first map referenced below, the Property lies outside the scope of 

regions of known or potential geothermal resources. Also, according to a review of the second 

map referenced below, the Property lies outside the Central Solar Power and the Wind Resource 

Generation Development areas. 

Geothermal: November, 2003 US Department of Energy, Office of Energy Efficiency and 

Renewable Energy, Geothermal Technologies Program. 

Wind and Solar: A map entitled “SB07-91 Renewable Resource Generation Development 

Areas” from “Renewable Energy Development Structure,” a report of the Colorado Governor’s 

Energy Office dated December 2009. 

 

 

 

Mineral Interest Ownership:  No mineral rights are owned by the surface owner.  All mineral 

rights were reserved in a 1979 deed. 

 

 

 

Attachments: 

 Maps 

 Concurrence letters 
















